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CLASS 4A

Kennedy 
sprints past 
Linn-Mar

By Jeff Johnson, The Gazette

CEDAR RAPIDS — Fireworks were 
shot off with a little over two minutes 
to go in the third quarter last night at 
Kingston Stadium.

They actually were from next door 
at Veterans Memorial Stadium, as the 
Cedar Rapids Kernels celebrated their 
regular-season home finale with a 
vigorous display of pyrotechnics that 
filled the air with boom after boom.

It somehow seemed appropriate you 
could see and hear everything particu­
larly well from the Cedar Rapids Ken­
nedy sideline. The Cougars football 
team also gave everyone a vigorous 
display of offensive fireworks that lit 
up the scoreboard with touchdown 
over touchdown.

Class 4A’s ninth-ranked team 
looked good on both sides of the ball 
in a 33-7 win over Linn-Mar. Cairron 
Hendred had 170 yards rushing and 
three TDs, running back mate Max 
White added 103 and two scores as 
Kennedy moved to 2-0.

The son of head coach Brian White 
provided a turning-point play de­
fensively late in the second quarter. 
Linn-Mar (0-2) was driving inside the 
Kennedy 20 in just a 13-0 game when 
quarterback Marcus Orr was sacked 
on fourth quarter and fumbled, defen­
sive back White picking up the loose 
ball and running it back 70 yards for a 
scoop and score.

“Turnovers really hurt us the first 
half,” Linn-Mar Coach Paul James 
said. “I thought we moved the ball at 
times, then what usually got in our 
way was ourselves, in terms of pen­
alty, turnover, a mistake of some sort. 
You’ve got to give Kennedy a lot of 
credit. They are a very good football 
team. They are big, and they are physi­
cal, and we are trying to do things 
without a lot of size.”

Kennedy had an interception and 
two fumble recoveries in the first half.

Orr threw for 240 yards on 15-of-33 
passing, spreading out Kennedy with 
four wide receivers on virtually every 
play. Running back Alex Hess scored 
the only Linn-Mar touchdown on a 
1-yard run late in the game.
• Comments: (319) 398-8259; jeff. 
johnson@thegazette.com

Prairie holds off 
Pleasant Valley
By Mike Condon, correspondent

CEDAR RAPIDS — Cedar Rapids 
Prairie’s high-powered offense looked 
good at times and sputtered as well.

But the No. 6 Hawks had just 
enough to hold off a pesky Pleasant 
Valley team, 49-42, last night at John 
Wall Field.

Senior Keegan Simmons lugged the 
ball 29 times for 267 yards and four 
scores for the Hawks, who needed ev­
ery one of those points to hold off the 
Spartans.

Coach Mark Bliss’ team (2-0) was 
plagued by penalties (11 for 103 yards) 
and two mishandled snaps in the quick 
action offense that put them back in a 
hole several times.

It looked like the Hawks were going 
to run away and hide early. Tareek 
Amir, who carried 11 times for 138 
yards, raced 68 yards to score on the 
second play of the game. After PV mis­
handled a punt snap, Simmons went in 
from 16 yards away and the Hawks led 
14-0 before the game was three min­
utes old.

Those two scores proved to be the 
difference as the two teams traded TDs 
the rest of the way.

Pleasant Valley responded with a 
68-yard TD run from quarterback Max 
Slavens. He rushed for 124 yards on 13 
carries and completed 10-of-19 passes 
for 150 yards and a pair of scores.

The Hawks drove down the field in 
the final minute of the half. With just 
one second remaining on the clock, 
Simmons rumbled in from the 2, giving 
the Hawks a 35-21 lead at intermission.

Ben Royer’s 53-yard run early in 
the third quarter cut the gap to seven 
again for PV. The Spartans finally got 
the ball early in the fourth quarter 
after stopping Prairie and were poised 
to tie the game. They drove inside the 
Prairie 20 before Slavens fumbled an 
attempted handoff, giving the ball back 
to Prairie.

The Hawks got a 7-yard TD run 
from Izaak Lindgren with 3:04 left to go 
up 14 again. Slavens responded with a 
31-yard TD pass to Jose Lara with 1:57 
left. An onside kick attempt failed and 
Prairie was able to run out the clock.
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Cedar Rapids Xavier’s Kyle Krezek (77) celebrates after sacking Decorah’s Jace Johnson (11) during the second quarter last night at Saints Field in 
Cedar Rapids.

Preps/Saints stifle Vikings’ 0

Decorah’s Kailer McCabe (32) pulls defenders forward on a run during 
the first quarter last night at Saints Field in Cedar Rapids.

► FROM PAGE 3B

“It’s the same message they 
have had for years around 
here.”

Xavier only needed one 
play and six seconds on its 
next drive to take a 14-3 
advantage. Nate Skala’s 38- 
yard punt return gave the 
Saints possession at Deco­
rah’s 18. Schulte followed 
with an 18-yard scoring 
strike to Matt Jordebrek 
with 8:07 left.

Schulte connected with 
Jordebrek for a 5-yard TD, 
giving the Saints three 
scores in just 4:09 during 
the second quarter. The 
play was set up by a 50-yard 
completion from Schulte to 
Jordebrek, who accounted 
for 73 of Schulte’s 144 pass­
ing yards.

During the first two TD 
drives, Xavier converted 
on three third-down plays

and twice on fourth down. 
Stovie, who finished with 
188 rushing yards on 17 car­
ries, broke a 69-yard run 
that led to Ben Conrad’s 
27-yard field goal in the fi­

nal minute of the first half, 
making it 24-3 at the break.

Special teams proved to 
be a big part. Skala broke a 
65-yard punt return on the 
final play of the third quar­

ter in addition to the key 
return that helped Xavier 
pull away.

“My job is to just catch 
the ball and they have to 
block,” said Skala, who also 
caught four passes for 32 
yards including an 11-yard 
TD. “All I have to do is get 
off their hips and backs and 
they will do the job for me.”

Xavier’s defense stifled 
the Decorah (1-1) rush at­
tack after some big gains 
by Kailer McCabe, who ran 
for 16 yards on the Vikings’ 
first offensive play, and 
Drake Shelton, who had a 
27-yard carry. The Saints 
held Decorah to just 137 
yards on the ground after 
the Vikings had more than 
320 yards in the first week. 
Xavier didn't allow a single 
completion.
• Comments: (319) 368-8679; 
kj.pilcher@thegazette.com

Football/
Hawks 
rally past 
Indians in 
second half
► FROM PAGE 3B

tions. Paulsen was 27 of 52 for 
316 yards.

Casey appeared to have iced 
the game earlier with an inter­
ception, but the Hawks were 
called for pass interference, 
then unsportsmanlike con­
duct, giving the Indians new 
life at the West Delaware 25.

“We had a little sideline 
incident there, but one thing 
we always talk about is having 
the mentality to move on to 
the next play,” Hawks Coach 
Doug Winkowitsch said.

Paulsen passed for 238 
yards in the first half as 
Marion took a 21-12 lead into 
intermission, then the Hawks’ 
defense stiffened and played 
shutout ball the rest of the 
way.

Casey’s 19-yard touchdown 
run made it 21-18 early in the 
third quarter, then the Hawks 
began their game-winning 
drive with 7:55 to go and the 
ball at their own 29.

They moved the ball me­
thodically, picking up five 
first downs and no plays lon­
ger than 14 yards. On third- 
and-11 at the Marion 32, Casey 
slipped after taking the snap, 
righted himself and connected 
with Gavin Soppe to move the 
chains.
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Marion’s Dalton Cannon (64) tries to block a punt by West Delaware’s Ben Petlon (33) during the first half 
last night at Thomas Park Field in Marion.

Paulsen connected with 
Mitch McAllister for TD 
passes of 27 and 25 yards and 
Lucas Unsen for a 10-yard 
score in the first half. He was 
intercepted on the play that 
preceded the Hawks’ winning 
drive.

“That’s on me,” Marion 
Coach Tim Lovell said. “I 
told the receiver to make an 
adjustment, but didn’t tell my 
quarterback. That’s my fault.

“But this was a great game.
I loved this environment. West 
Delaware is a good, physical 
team and they’ll go far. I think 
we matched their intensity to­
night, and I hope we can keep 
that mentality all season.”

West Delaware is at Mount 
Vernon next week; Marion is 
at Solon.

• Comments: (319) 368-8857; 
jeff.linder@thegazette.com

West Delaware quarterback Nick Casey (top) carries the ball as 
his teammate Caleb Kehrli (20) blocks Marion’s Connor Whalen 
during a football game last night at Thomas Park Field in Marion.
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