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Cedar Rapids Kennedy’s Payton McCarty stiff-arms Burlington’s Cody Parrish during a Class 4A game last night at Kingston Stadium in Cedar Rapids. Kennedy won,

77-13.

Cougars smash Grayhounds, 77-13

By Jeff Johnson, The Gazette

CEDAR RAPIDS — Arguably the best
player in Cedar Rapids Kennedy football
history roamed the Cougars sideline last
night at Kingston Stadium.

Shaun Beyer did just about everything
last season in helping Kennedy make it
to the Class 4A state championship game.
You couldn’t have blamed Cougars Coach
Brian White for maybe trying to sneak the
University of Iowa redshirt into his team’s
district opener against Burlington.

Not that he was needed. He wasn’t.

Kennedy scored five touchdowns each
in the first and second quarters to put up
70 — yes, 70 — points in an eventual 77-13
victory. The point total is believed to be a
school record.

“It was crazy,” Kennedy’s Ki Jenkins
said. “We just went out there and played
our game. Coach told us we were going to
run these four plays, and we’re going to
execute them. We’re going to run it, we're
going to block it and get some yards. We
have some athletes, and we knew what we
needed to do.”

“We were just more focused on fixing
some of the problems we’ve had in the
past: being able to run the ball, O-line

Copyright © 2016 The Gazette
September 24, 2016 7:18 am (GMT +5:00)

Cedar Rapids Kennedy’s Michael Kaiser (30), Carter
Krall (28) and Hunter Erickson (33) tackle Burling-
ton’s KJ Franklin (6) last night at Kingston Stadium.

continuity, being able to throw the ball,”
White said. “We really wanted to work on
our pass game tonight. Doing those types
of things, we felt like we would have the
opportunity to move the ball a little bit.

Watching them on film, they came in here
with two wins, just like us. We thought
we’d be in for a fight.”

Rizaiha Maide rushed for three TDs,
Nick Duehr had two touchdown runs and
a TD reception, and Jenkins had touch-
downs on a reception and punt return.
Throw defensive back Terrell Jordan’s
pick-six and a Garrett Kubovec score, and

i there are your 10 first-half Cougars touch-

downs.
Backup running back Larenzo Burnett

| scored on a 15-yard run to open the third

quarter for Kennedy (3-2). Sophomore
KeyShawn Allers had a game-high 128
yards in a reserve role.

Give it up to an obviously improving
line of Jackson Coker, Parker Maxwell,
Austin Maus, Matt Murphy and James
Vega. Kennedy finished with 458 yards
rushing, averaging over 11 per run.

White intentionally took delay of game
penalties in the final five minutes with his
team inside the 10-yard line, so it wouldn’t
score more.

“Our line is doing better,” Jenkins said.
“That’s what happens when you do more
work.”

® Comments: (319) 398-8259;
jeff.johnson@thegazette.com
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