Curt Martin revved up to

get a title that’s eluded him
Sports, 5B
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PREP FOOTBALL

Lions rally to stay perfect

By Jeff Linder
The Gazette

MARION — The feel-good
story of Class 4A football
just got better.
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5 p.m. } » PREP, PAGE 4B Marion. The Lions moved to 4-0 with a come-from-behind 41-38 victory.

Tickets each day are
$15 for adults and $10
for ages 12 and younger
at the Ice Arena box of-
fice, (319) 261-4625.
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lead, 35-31, with 8:43 to
play

LLinn-Mar made it 41
31 on Will Roth's 20-yard
pass to Josh Montague,
but the Warriors struck
right back on Shay Gut
man'’s 46-yard bomb to
Ronnie Henderson at the
3:10 mark.

Three plays produced
nine yards, bringing up
fourth-and-1 for the Li-
ons at their own 29. They
went for it, and they made
it. Roth's sneak went for
five yards, and the Lions
ran out the clock.

Washington finished
with 495 yards. Andre
Dawson ran for 230 yards
on 27 carries, Gutman
passed for 234 yards.

Roth passed for 206
yards, Garman ran for 154
and Linn-Mar compiled
455.

Gutman hooked up
with three receivers

Evan Davis, Henderson
and Colin Thorson — for
long touchdown passes as
the Warriors took a 28-14
lead into the intermis-
sion.

The Gutman-to-Davis
hookup of 72 yards, a
bomb down the middle
of the field, came on the
second play of the game.
Dawson added a 32-yard
TD run less than four
minutes later, and the
Lions were forced to play
catch-up.

o

Cedar Rapids Washington's Colin Thorson hauls in a Shay Gutman pass last night at Armstrong

Jim Slosiarek/The Gazette

Field in Marion. Thorson broke the tackle attempts of Linn-Mar's Jody Henton and Nick Schirm-
er and scored a touchdown. See video and a photo slide show at iowaprepsports.com

They did it.

Washington faces Ce-
dar Rapids Kennedy at
Kingston Stadium next

week. Linn-Mar is at Wa-
terloo East.

B Contact the writer: (319) 368
8857 or jeff.linder@gazcomm.com

5

Crystal LoGiudice/The Gazette

Cedar Rapids Kennedy's Joshua Simmons tries to reel in a pass last night against Cedar Rapids
Kennedy at Kingston Stadium in Cedar Rapids. The pass fell incompiete, and Xavier won, 43-

;(avier/ Now 2-2
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trenches after the break,
evidenced by Chizek’s
first score. He bulled in
from 2 yards out after a
third consecutive carry
from the 9.

“We went in half and
the line decided they were
going to make a surge,”
said Chizek, who added a
7-yard run and finished
with 77 rushing yards.
“The line was doing great
moving the ball, Sayre
made the right calls and
we just moved the ball.”

Sayre put together an-
other solid game, throw-
ing for 200 yards and a
beautiful lofted 33-yard
touchdown pass to Ryan
Sander, who made a div-
ing catch between two
defenders. Xavier took
its first lead of the second
half, 24-19, less than three
minutes in and didn’t
look back.

Sayre added 99 yards
on the ground, scoring on
a 41-yard keeper around
the left end to put Xavier
up 17-13 in the second.
Sayre praised his linemen
and receivers’ blocks.
“They made it real easy
for me to get going,”
Sayre said

The Cougars (2-2) had
an advantage at halftime

Stat highlights

® First downs: C.R. Washington

16, Linn-Mar 23

® Team rushing: C.R.

Washington 41-261; Linn-Mar

42-209.

® Team passing: C.R.

Washington 9-12-0-234; Linn-Mar

14-21-0-246.

® Top rusher: C.R. Washington
Andre Dawson 27-230, 1 TD;

Linn-Mar Jer Garman 24-154,

3 TDs.

@ Top passer: C.R. Washington

— Shay Gutman 9-12-0-234, 4

TDs; Linn-Mar — Will Roth 13-20

0-206, 2 TDs.

@ Top receiver: C.R. Washington
Ronnie Henderson 5-105, 2
TDs. Linn-Mar Josh Montague

B412.1 TD;

MVC standings

SCHOOL RECORD
Valley Division
Linn-Mar 4-0
Cedar Rapids Prairie 3-1
Cedar Falls 2-2
Cedar Rapids Washington 2-2
Waterloo East 1-3
Cedar Rapids Jefferson 0-4
Dubuque Senior 0-4
Miss. Division
lowa City High 4-0
Dubuque Hempstead 4-0
Waterloo West 2-2
Cedar Rapids Kennedy 2-2
Cedar Rapids Xavier 2-2
lowa City West 1-3
Dubuque Wahlert 1-3

Defense
keys Regina

By Jason Brummond
\Ji’»\‘ COort «"vi‘(”}t’t”“

[OWA CITY — Maybe
it was just the homecom
ing jitters for lowa City
Regina.

The Class 2A fourth
ranked Regals’ usu
ally fluid offense looked
sloppy with stalled drives
and big penalties in a 16-6
win over North Cedar last
night at Regina Stadium

Luckily for Coach
Marv Cook, Regina’s
defense — which has
now allowed just four
points per game — held
the Knights to 174 yards
of offense and kept them
out off its side of the field
for all but one play in the
first half.

Regina (4-0, 2-0 2A-5)
managed 10 points in the
first half and scored on
its opening drive of the
third quarter and looked
to be clicking again, but
the Regals couldn’t punch
in another score and even
fumbled the ball on the
3-yard line late in the
fourth quarter.

Quarterback Jack
Verducci led Regina with
139 passing yards and
93 more on the ground,
including a 2-yard touch-
down in the third quarter.

The Regals led 10-0
in the first quarter but
weren't able to extend
the lead after having two
touchdowns called back
because of penalties and
missing a 40-yard field
goal in the second quar-
ter.

North Cedar fumbled
on the opening possession
and Regina converted
the turnover into a 30-
yard field goal by Daniel
Larew. After forcing a
punt, the Regals compiled
66 rushing yards on the
ensuing drive and capped
the series with a 1-yard
touchdown plunge by full-
back Kevin Arnold.

Arnold ran for 49 yards
in the first half. Junior
Anthony Halsch rushed
for 50 yards on 10 carries.

North Cedar (1-3, 0-2)
added a fourth-quarter
touchdown with quarter-
back Tyler Braughton'’s
4-yard run. The failed
two-point conversion es-
sentially ended hopes for
a comeback.

Stat highlights

® First downs: North Cedar 11,

Regina 15

® Team rushing: North Cedar

30-108, Regina 43-214

® Team passing: North Cedar 6

20-0-66, Regina 11-20-0-139

® Top rusher: North Cedar —

Donny Wachendorf 8-43; Regina

- Jack Verducci 20-93, 1 TD

® Top passer: North Cedar
Tyler Braughton 6-20-0-66;

Regina — Verducci 11-20-0-139

® Top receiver: North Cedar
Jacob Edleman 4-45; Regina
Braden Lehman 2-33

Stat highlights

® First downs: C.R. Xavier 15,
C.R. Kennedy 17
® Team rushing: C.R. Xavier 37
208, C.R. Kennedy 22-87
® Team passing: C.R. Xavier 13-
18-1-200, 1 TDs; C.R. Kennedy
23-42-1-278, 2 TDs
® Top rusher: C.R. Xavier — Joe
Sayre 8-99, 1 TDs; C.R. Kennedy
Royce Bell 9-57, 1 TDs
® Top passer: C.R. Xavier
Sayre 13-18-1-200, 1 TDs;
C.R. Kennedy — Jed Haycraft 23
42-1-278, 2 TDs
® Top receiver: C.R. Xavier
Ryan Sander, 5-99, 1 TDs;
C.R. Kennedy — Max Martino,
12-154, 1 TDs

thanks to two dazzling
second-quarter touch-
down passes by Haycraft.
Haycraft rolled right on

a 3rd-and-goal from the
11. It looked like he might
be throwing it away, but
the pass was tipped, land-
ing in the hands of Josh
Simmons who skirted
through traffic for the
score, giving Kennedy a
14-10 lead.

As if a loss on home-
coming wasn’t bad
enough, the Cougars lost
their homecoming king
when starting running
back Royce Bell injured
a knee during Haycraft’'s
TD pass to Simmons.
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