By Christoph  Trappe
Gazette correspondent

SOLON The Solon Spar-
tans improved to 90, 7-0 in the
district, after their Friday night
31-12 victory over Mid-Prairie.

Special teams paved the way
to the Spartans win at Spartan
Field.

“Our special teams haven't
done much this season, but we
stepped it up tonight,” said
Spartan Ben O’Loughlin, who
blocked a punt in the win

SOLON
MID-PRAIRIE

31
12

“And tonight we were able to
make some plays.”

In the first half all of the No.
l-ranked Spartans’ 21 points
came after big plays on special
teams. The Spartans started
their scoring spree in the sec
ond quarter after Craig Volk
blocked and recovered a
Hawks’' punt on their 28-yard

PREP FOOTBALL

Pair of blocked punts spur the Spartans

line.

Two plays later Spartan run-
ning back DJ Jedlicka broke
free over the middle and scored
on a 26yard touchdown run.

The Hawks then got the ball
back with 9:39 minutes to go in
the half. Mid-Prairie was only
able to gain one yard on the
drive and when Hawks punter
Adam Kos tried his second
punt of the evening, the Spar
tans’ special teams made anoth
er big play when they blocked

this one as well.

O'Loughlin came from the
side and blocked the second
Hawks’ punt of the night. Solon
linebacker Mike Miller caught
the blocked punt close to the
line of scrimmage and gave the
Spartans great field position
again

As the Spartans’ offense got
the ball on the Hawks' 15-yard
line they were able to convert
on another turnover. On the
second play from scrimmage,

Cedar Rapids Kennedy's Mike Hachey (9) catches a pass under defensive pressure from Cedar Rapids Xavier's Matt Behmer (22)
during their game Friday night at Xavier.

Xavier prevails in OT

By Jeff Johnson

CEDAR RAPIDS With the
University of Wisconsin march
ing band in the house, was
there any doubt this one would
g0 into overtime

The Badger band has
watched three OT games in
volving its football team this
XAVIER 20
KENNEDY 14
season. Make that watched four
OT games all together now
after Cedar Rapids Xavier's
20-14 overtime with Friday

night at Saints Field over Ce
dar Rapids Kennedy

Justin Peck’s 1-vard touch
down dive on third down end

ed the third and undoubtedly
the most exciting football ver
sion of the battle of 42nd St

“This was just a big win for
our seniors,” said junior full
back Peck, who earlier in the
game had caught a 56-yard
touchdown pass. “We wanted
to make sure they were going
out on top

Xavier (4-5) did go out on

Indians

B From page 1C
play

The Indians did nothing fan
cy on the conversion. Mayer

just took a handoff up the gut
and dove into the end zone

Mayer finished with 142
yvards on 25 carries. Eighty-five
of his yards came in the second
half.

West Delaware went back-
ward on its next possession,
and punted away. The Hawks
never got the ball back; Marion
got two first downs and ran out
the clock.

The Hawks took a

|

14-0 lead

top, thanks to Peck's deter
mined run and a huge defen
sive stand on Kennedy's over
time possession. The Cougar
faced a fourth down and less
than a vard, but six-foot-four
Matt Keel was stuffed on a

quarterback sneak attempt
“Give credit to our whole
defense. Everybody just stepped
up there,” said Xavier Coach
Duane Schulte, after watching
his team and several members
of the Xavier student body do a
celebratory version of the
Chicken Dance with the Wis
consin band on the field after
the game. Band members, who
will play at today’s lowa-Wis

consin game in Jowa City
stayed the night in town as
guests of several Xavier par
ents

After the stop of Kennedy,
Xavier took the ball and ran
Peck three times up the mid
dle. He scored on his third
dive

“This is a very tough confer
ence,” Schulte said. “and we
were just a couple of plays
away from being 6-3 and being
in the playoffs. It was very

on a pair of short scoring
bursts by Kurt Palmer. Mayer’s
23-yard run got Marion within
146 before West Delaware re
sponded with a little razzle
dazzle.

Thole connected with Brian
Appleton on a short slant pat-
tern, then Appleton pitched to
Ryne Foster, who sprinted
down the left sideline for a
40-yard touchdown to make it
21-6.

W Contact sportswriter Jeff Linder at (319

688857 or jeffi@fyiowa.cor

€ €This was just a big
win for our seniors.

We wanted to make sure
they were going out on
top. )

Xavier junior Justin Peck

important to end the year with
a win. It was important for ow
seniors, Important for. our ju
niors to give them
mentum coming back next sea

SsOon

Xavier dominated the first
half, more specifically, the Xa
vier dominated the first half
holding Kennedy to only 45
total yards. The Saints offense

Some mo

meanwhile, nearly quadrupled
that total with 171 yards. But
oddly enough, it was neither

Xavier’s offense nor its defense
that set up the only points of

the half
We're talking about the
Saints’ special teams, Adam

Jensen in particular, he recov
ered a muffed punt return, at

late in the
setting

the Cougar 18 very
first quarter
up John Winter

eventually

»yard option

run with 12 seconds to go in
the first first quarter Matt
Behmer’'s extra-point Kick
made it 70 Xavier at halftime

Kennedy (2-7) finally got
things going in the second half

I'he Cougars took the opening
Kickoff and drove 73
seven plays to tie it at

yvards on

Keel completed two big pas

plays, both to tight end Grant
Jacobs. An 18-varder over the
middle went for a touchdown

Xavier re-took the lead be
fore quarter’s end, though, on
Peck's long catch-and-run
touchdown. Peck caught a pass
in the flat from Winter, broke a
pair of tackles and rambled

down the sidelines to the end
zone

A 50yard pass play from
Keel to Troy Blankenship set
up Keel's 3vard QB sneak

touchdown with 6:29 left in the
fourth quarter, tying the gan
back up at 14-14. Neither team
seriously threatened the rest of
regulation

10
!

O’Malley powers CP-U

Nic O'Malley rushed for fou
touchdowns as Center Point-Ur
bana whipped Midland, 47-13,
Friday night in Wyoming

Travis Slifka threw a 21 yard
touchdown pass to Andy Bish
op as Center Point-Urbana fin
ished the regular season at 6-3
52 in 2A-6 action.

Blake Reid threw two touch
down passes to Jess McClane
for the Eagles (18, 0-7) in a
losing effort.
®m MOUNT VERNON 21,
CAMANCHE 13 lan Dye
rushed for 136 yards and a
touchdown on 16 carries as

LINN COUNTY

the fourth-ranked Mustangs
won at home. Aaron Reasland
threw for touchdowns to Ben
Havill and Eric Schetler as
Mount Vernon finished unde
feated in 2A District 6 play
B ED-CO 38, ALBUR-
NETT 22 Cade Perrinja
quet rushed for 100 yards and
three touchdowns as the Vi
kings (36, 34) won at home

202

the

for
for

threw
TDs

Nick Scott
yvards and two
Pirates (36, 2-5)
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again, Solon scored their sec-
ond touchdown of the night
when quarterback Adam Had-
enfeldt threw a 12-yard pass to
T.J. Bevans.

“We noticed that they played
soft coverage on us, and that's
why we called this play,” Had-
enfeldt said. “T.J. (Bevans)
hadn’t even practiced in two
weeks, but he just made a great
play.”

Although Solon was shutting
out Mid-Prairie, 210, in the

first half, the Hawks never
gave up after intermission.

Mid-Prairie got its first score
early in the fourth quarter
when Hawks quarterback Seth
Fisher led his team on a 9-play,
69-yard scoring drive to make
the score 31-6.

Fisher completed 6 of 8 pass-
es for 52 yards on this drive.
He scored on a 10-yard quarter-
back scramble.

Fisher threw for 204 yards
on 15 completions in the game.

North Tama
wraps up title

Josh Rausch scored a pair of
touchdowns as North Tama
held off Belle Plaine, 34-20, in a

key Class 1A District 3 prep
football final Friday night in
Belle Plaine

Rausch scored on runs of 5
and 12 yards as the Redhawks
(8-1, 70) clinched the district
title and an automatic playoff
berth

“I'm real proud,” North
Tama Coach Doug Gee said
“We've been working toward

this game since the beginning.
We came out in the second half
and took it to them.”

North Tama never trailed
after taking a 70 lead early in
the game. The Plainsmen (6-1,
81) tied the game at 7-7 and
14-14 at intermission. But the
Redhawks scored went up by
two touchdowns and Belle
Plaine only could get as close
as 2840

Gee said the Redhawks will
play well next Wednesday

“We've got momentum going

AREA ROUNDUP

in and I think we're ready,” he
said

(Reported by
Eric Modracek)

m WILLIAMSBURG 28,
TIPTON 10 Nick Fetzer
rushed nine times for 155
vards and three touchdowns,
ind Tyler Beathke had 19 car
ries for 139 vards and one
touchdown, as Williamsburg
(6-3, 6-1) won at Tipton (2-7, 16)
and earned a playoff berth

Tipton’s Chad Arndt rushed
26 times for 150 yvards and a
touchdown, and teammate An
dy Kruse was 13-for-24 passing
for 110 vards

Defensively Justin Jones
had 14 tackles and Brian Mi
tro added 13 for Williamsburg

B GRINNELL 54, SAY-
DEL 0 Third-ranked Grin
nell capped an undefeated sea
son behind the strong arm of
Christopher Dougherty, who
threw for 106 vards and three
touchdowns

Dustin Smith caught two
passes for the Tigers, both for
touchdowns. Ryan Grant, Ty
ler Bergan and Adam Jeffrey
rushed for touchdowns

Saydel finished at 09

W ANAMOSA 26, MONT-
ICELLO 7 Mark Walker,
Brian Neville, Trevor Owen
and Nick Stuckey each rushed
for touchdowns as the Raiders
34) won at Monticello

Corey Rupp scored with 33
seconds left in the fourth quar
ter for the Panthers (54, 34)
B STARMONT 56, CLAY-
TON RIDGE 6 Zach
Sweers threw for 155 yards in
the Eagles’ loss

Jake Smith scored on a four
vard run for Clayton Ridge
(45, 25)
B SOUTH WINNESHIEK
33, MAQUOKETA VAL-
LEY 7 Lee Schissel rushed
for 215 yards and two scores

correspondent

(36

as the Warriors won
South Winneshiek rushed
for 376 yards in the win

B APLINGTON-PAR-
KERSBURG 35, TURKEY
VALLEY 6 Tyler Schrage
rushed for two touchdowns as
the topranked Falcons won at
Jackson Junction

Landon Schrage recovered a
blocked punt for a score and
Aplington-Parkersburg held
the Trojans to four yards pass
ing

Dustin Swatek scored Tur
key Valley’s lone touchdown.
B MAQUOKETA 18,
VINTON-SHELLSBURG
11 Jesse Wing scored on
runs of 6 and 70 yards as the
Cardinals scored an upset in
Class 3A 4

STAT LEADERS

Rushing and passing leaders as reported

Thursday and Friday night. See Sunday's sports
section for a more comprehensive list
Rushers

Player Yds ™
Lee Schissel, S. Winneshiek 21¢ 2
Mike Marsh, Postville 201 4
Greg O'Rourke, English Valleys / g
Nick Fetzer, Williamsburg 1f 3
Chad Amdt, Tipton 150 1
Nic O'Malley, CP- 147 )
Tyler Baethke, Williamsburg 139 1

lan Dye, Mount Vemon 3 1
Todd Achenbach, E. Vallleys 131 4
Cade Pemnjaquet, Ed-Cc 10( 3
Passers
Nick Scott, Albumett
seth Fisher, Mid-Prairie 200
Nick Erickson, Postville 184
Zach Sweers, Clayton Ridge 1f
Blake Reid, Midland 1
Andy Kruse, Tiptor
Dougherty, Grinnel 106

Maquoketa finished the sea

son 34, 45 and the Vikings
will take 52, 63 marks into
the playofts

® NORTH FAYETTE 12,

DYERSVILLE BECKMAN
8 Josh Guyer rushed for
179 vards and scored on a
72-yard run as North Fayette
won in West Union
Beckman'’s David Rahe com
pleted 6 of 19 passes for 133
vards and one TD
m NEW HAMPTON 16,
CRESTWOOD 0 John

Soenen scampered 40 yards for

a touchdown as the eighth
ranked Chickasaws won at
Cresco

Ryan Speltz returned a punt
58 yards for New Hampton's
other score. Kyle Collins added
a 2-vard field goal for New
Hampton (6-1, 7-2)
® ENGLISH VALLEYS
26, WINFIELD-MT.
UNION 12 Greg O'Rourke
rushed for 173 yards and two
touchdowns and teammate
Todd Achenbach added 131
vards and two scores as the
Bears (7-2, 6-1) locked up their

first ever playoff appearance
Friday night

B DECORAH 27, INDE-
PENDENCE 7 Jason
Hovey ran 12 times for 158

vards and teammate John Jae
ger ran as many times for 131
yvards as Decorah finished the
season at 42 in Class 3A
District 3, 63 overall
Independence wrapped
its campaign at 16, 2.7
B NORTH CEDAR 34,
CASCADE 18 At Stan
wood, Andy Kahl rushed for
1056 vyards and scored two
touchdowns for the Knights.

B WEST CENTRAL 50,
OLIN 0 Chris Caveglia
and Cain Cushion scored a
pair of touchdowns each as
the Blue Devils won a Class
A-5 game Thursday in the
UNI-Dome in Cedar Falls.

Caveglia rushed 10 times for
76 yards, scoring on runs of 2
and 5 yards, and Cushion add
ed 72 yards on 9 rushes, scor
ing on a pair of 22-yard jaunts.

Cushion finished the season
with 1,097 yards, Caveglia for
1.061

West Central totaled 301
yards on 30 rushes. Nathan
Kelly added 71 yards on 2
rushes, scoring on a 67-yard
run. Matt Kelly and Tim Fink
also scored, Fink on a 30-yard
Interception return.

m POSTVILLE 46, LAN-
SING KEE 0 Mike Marsh
rushed for 201 yards and four
touchdowns as the Pirates
rolled in a Class A4 game in
the UNI-Dome Thursday,
Marsh, who had 18 rushes.
scored on runs of 18, 55 11
and 40 yards. Travis Erickson,
Bruce Day and Mike Irvine
also scored for Postville.
Erickson added 79 yards on
just five rushes and Irvine had
three catches for 76 yards

up
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